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CURRENT POSITION: Professor & Deputy Head of School 
DEPARTMENT/SCHOOL: Psychology  
FACULTY:   Science 
 
TELEPHONE: +64 9 923 4316 
EMAIL: q.atkinson@auckland.ac.nz  
WEBSITE: http://www.fos.auckland.ac.nz/~quentinatkinson  
 
 
EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS:  
2003-2006  University of Auckland, PhD in Psychology (Best Doctoral Thesis Award) 
1998-2002  BA (1st Class Honours), University of Auckland (Senior Scholar in Psychology) 
 
PREVIOUS/CONCURRENT POSITIONS: 
2022-present Associate Director, Natural, Artificial and Organisational Intelligence (NAOI) Institute, 
University of Auckland 
2021-present co-Director, Behavioural Insights Exchange (UOABIX), University of Auckland 
2010-present Research Affiliate, Department of Anthropology, University of Oxford, UK 
2014- 2021 Research Associate, Department of Linguistic and Cultural Evolution, Max Planck 

Institute for the Science of Human History 
2009-2010  Methodology Lecturer, Anthropology Department, University of Oxford, UK 
2007-2010  Post Doctoral Research Fellow, Anthropology Department, University of Oxford, UK 
2006-2007  Post Doctoral Research Fellow, Zoology Department, University of Reading, UK 
 
 
SIGNIFICANT DISTINCTIONS / AWARDS: 
2017  Vice Chancellor’s Excellence Award in Environmental Sustainability, University of Auckland  
2016  Vice Chancellor’s Research Excellence Award, University of Auckland 
2012-2018 Rutherford Discovery Fellow, Royal Society, New Zealand 
2007-2010 Research Fellow, Wolfson College, University of Oxford 
2007  Royal Society Travel Award, UK 
2006  Best Doctoral Thesis Award, University of Auckland, New Zealand 
2003-2006 Bright Futures Top Achiever Doctoral Scholarship, New Zealand,  
2004/2005 New Zealand Young Scientist of the Year (People and Society division)  
2004  Royal Society of New Zealand Travel Award 
2002-2003 Science Faculty Summer Scholarship, University of Auckland  
2002  Science Faculty Senior Scholarship, University of Auckland  
2002  Senior Scholar in Psychology, University of Auckland 
2002  Senior Prize in Philosophy, University of Auckland 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES / OTHER ACTIVITIES: 
Associate Editor for Evolution and Human Behavior 2012-2019 
Guest Editor for Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, USA. 
Editorial Board for Diachronica 
Editorial Board for Religion, Brain & Behavior 
Invited Expert Advisor for the Nature Index (http://www.natureindex.com/) 
Behavioural and Brain Sciences Associate Membership  
Reviewer for Nature 
Reviewer for Science 
Reviewer for Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, USA 
Reviewer for Proceedings of the Royal Society of London, Series B - Biological Sciences. 
Reviewer for Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London, Series B – Biological Sciences 
Reviewer for Current Anthropology 
Reviewer for Trends in Cognitive Sciences 
Reviewer for Trends in Ecology and Evolution 
Reviewer for Behavioral and Brain Sciences 



 
Reviewer for OIKOS – Journal of Ecology 
Reviewer for Evolution and Human Behavior 
Reviewer for PlosONE 
Reviewer for Evolution 
Reviewer for Nature Communications 
Reviewer for American Journal of Human Genetics 
Reviewer for Europhysics Letters (EPL) 
Reviewer for Molecular Ecology Resources 
Reviewer for Human Biology 
Reviewer for Journal of Archaeological Science 
Reviewer for Evolutionary BioInformatics 
Reviewer for Journal of Historical Linguistics 
Reviewer for Journal of Language Evolution 
Reviewer for BMC Evolutionary Biology 
Reviewer for Heredity 
Reviewer for Political Studies 
Reviewer for Diachronica 
Reviewer for Religion, Brain and Behavior 
Reviewer for Method and Theory in the Study of Religion 
Reviewer for New Media and Society 
Reviewer for National Science Foundation, USA 
Reviewer for EACL 2012 Joint Workshop of LINGVIS & UNCLH, Visualization of Linguistic Patterns and 
Uncovering Language History from Multilingual Resources, April 23-24, 2012, Avignon, France 
(https://sites.google.com/site/lingvisunclh/) 
Expert Reviewer for EVOLANG X, International Conference on the Evolution of Language, 14-17 April, 2014. 
Research Fellow on the European Commission Explaining Religion (EXREL) project 
Research Fellow on the British Academy Lucy to Language project 
Research Fellow of Wolfson College, University of Oxford, UK 
Member of the Cultural Evolution of Religion Consortium 
Member of the Heterodox Academy 
Member of the International Association for the Cognitive Science of Religion (IACSR) 
Member of the Society of Systematic Biologists 
Member of the New Zealand Psychological Society 
 
SERVICE  
2016- current MBIE Smart Ideas Assessor 
2016 Faculty of Science Marsden Workshop Guest Speaker 
2015 Faculty of Science Templeton Workshop Guest Speaker 
2015-2018 Research Committee, School of Psychology, University of Auckland 
2015-current Mentor for Faculty of Science 'Science Scholars' Undergraduate Teaching Programme 
2011-current ITFF committee member and Psychology Department representative 
2010-2016 Chair and coordinator for the University of Auckland, School of Psychology Colloquium 

Series 
2014-current University of Auckland, Faculty of Science, Mock Marsden Panel member 
2014-2015 Royal Society of New Zealand Marsden Panel member (Economics and Human 

Behaviour) 
2011-2015  Liggins Education Network Meet a Scientist - http://www.lenscience.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/ 
2014 Steering Committee for establishment of the Faculty of Science 'Science Scholars' 

Undergraduate Teaching Programme 
2012-2014  School of Psychology, University of Auckland, Poster Competition Judge 
2011-2014  Member of the Faculty of Science Web Advisory Group 
2011 Doctoral Skills Programme - Writing Panelist 
2004-2005  New Zealand Project Director, for the World Youth Forum on Sustainable Development 
2004  Student-Staff Consultative Committee, Department of Psychology, University of 

Auckland. 
2002-2003  Trained Youthline Counselor. 
 
 
TEACHING: 
 
Courses: 
2008-2010 Evolutionary Psychology, MSc in Cognitive and Evolutionary Anthropology, Univ of Oxford. 
2010-  Evolution, Behaviour and Cognititon, BSc, School of Psychology, Univ of Auckland 
2010-  Evolution and Human Behaviour, MSc, School of Psychology, Univ of Auckland 
2022-  Behavioural Insights, School of Psychology, Univ of Auckland 



 
2011-2016 Sustainability and Psychology, MSc, Department of Psychology, Univ of Auckland  
2017-2020 Introduction to Science and Innovation, Advanced BSc, Univ of Auckland 
 
Graduate Students: 
2008-2009  MSc  Pierrick Bourratt, Univ. of Oxford, “Belief in God as a cultural replicator” 
2012-2013  MSc  Matt Troutwine, Univ. of Auckland, “Evolution of cooperation” (principal 

supervisor) 
2013-2014 MSc  Sam Passmore, Univ. of Auckland, “The relative wealth of nations” (principal 

supervisor) 
2014-2015 MSc  Georgia Birnie, Univ. of Auckland, “The role of threat and conformity in Moral 

Judgments” (principal supervisor) 
2022-current MSc  Phillipa Johnson, Univ of Auckland. 
2008-2010  PhD  Robert Ross, Univ. of Oxford, “Cultural evolution” (co-supervisor) 
2009-2012  PhD  Christopher Opie, Univ of Oxford, “The evolution of social systems in human  

and non-human primates.” (co-supervisor) 
2011-2015 PhD Jenny Long, Univ. of Auckland, “Evolution of prosocial behaviour in 

adolescent social networks” (principal supervisor) 
2012 to 2015  PhD  Dan Mullins, Univ. of Oxford, ‘Writing, ritual and cooperation’,  

(co-supervisor). 
2012 to 2018  PhD  Ben Johanes, Univ. of Oxford, ‘Ritual, Community and Conflict’,  

(co-supervisor). 
2013 to 2017 PhD  Joseph Watts, Univ. of Auckland, ‘Co-evolution of religion and the  

environment’, (joint principal supervisor). 
2014 to 2019 PhD  Thomas Vardy, Univ of Auckland, ‘Evolution of cooperation in the Pacific’ 

(principal supervisor). 
2015 to 2019 PhD  Oliver Sheehan, Univ of Auckland, ‘Religious variation in the Pacific.’           

(principal supervisor) 
2016 to 2019 PhD  Patrick Neilands, Univ of Auckland (co-supervisor) 
2017 to 2020 PhD  Severi Luoto, Univ of Auckland (joint primary supervisor) 
2017 to 2021 PhD  Nichole Breeland, Univ of Auckland (co-supervisor) 
2017 to 2022 PhD  Rebecca Hassall, Univ of Auckland (co-supervisor) 
2017 to 2022 PhD  Amalia Bastos, Univ of Auckland (co-supervisor) 
2017 to 2022 PhD  Romana Gruber, Univ of Auckland (co-supervisor) 
2018 to 2022 PhD  Scott Claessens, Univ of Auckland (primary supervisor) 
2018 to 2023 PhD  Thanos Kyritsis, Univ of Auckland (primary supervisor) 
2018 to 2023 PhD  Kyle Fischer, Univ of Auckland (primary supervisor) 
2019 to current PhD  Guy Lavender-Forsyth, Univ. of Auckland (primary supervisor) 
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Publications  
 
Journal articles 
 
Sheehan, O., Watts, J., Gray, R. D., Bulbulia, J., Claessens, S., Ringen, E. J., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2023). 
Coevolution of religious and political authority in Austronesian societies. Nature Human Behaviour, 7(1), 38-45. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-022-01471-y  
 
Skirgård, H., Haynie, H. J., Blasi, D. E., Hammarström, H., Collins, J., Latarche, J. J., ... Atkinson, Q.D. & Gray, 
R. D. (2023). Grambank reveals the importance of genealogical constraints on linguistic diversity and highlights 
the impact of language loss. Science Advances, 9(16), eadg6175. https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.adg6175 
 
Jackson, J. C., Lindquist, K., Drabble, R., Atkinson, Q., & Watts, J. (2023). Valence-dependent mutation in 
lexical evolution. Nature Human Behaviour, 7(2), 190-199. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-022-01483-8  
 
Claessens, S., Sibley, C. G., Chaudhuri, A., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2023). Cooperative and conformist behavioural 
preferences predict the dual dimensions of political ideology. Scientific Reports, 13(1), 4886. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-31721-6  
 
Kyritsis, T., Matthews, L. J., Welch, D., and Atkinson, Q. D. (2022). Shared cultural ancestry predicts the global 
diffusion of democracy. Evolutionary Human Sciences, 4, E42. doi:10.1017/ehs.2022.40 
 
Claessens, S., Kelly, D., Sibley, C. G., Chaudhuri, A., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2022). Cooperative phenotype predicts 
climate change belief and pro-environmental behaviour. Scientific reports, 12, 12730. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-16937-2  
 
Hilton, C. B., Moser, C., Bertolo, M., Lee-Rubin, H., Amir, D., Bainbridge, C. M., Simson, J., Knox, D., Glowacki, 
L., Alemu, E., Galbarczyk, A., Jasienska, G., Ross, C. T., Neff, M. B., Martin, A., Cirelli, L. K., Trehub, S. E., 
Song, J., Kim, M., Schachner, A., Vardy, T. A., Atkinson, Q. D., Salenius, A., Andelin, J., Antfolk, J., 
Madhivanan, P., Siddaiah, A., Placek, C. D., Salali, G. D., Keestra, S., Singh, M., Collins, S. A., Patton, J. Q., 
Scaff, C., Stieglitz, J., Ccari Cutipa, S., Moya, C., Sagar, R. R., Anyawire, M., Mabulla, A., Wood, B. M., 
Krasnow, M. M., & Mehr, S. A. (2022). Acoustic regularities in infant-directed speech and song across cultures. 
Nature Human Behaviour. 6 (11), 1545-1556. doi: https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-022-01410-x  
 
Atkinson, Q. D., Claessens, S., Fischer, K., Forsyth, G. L., Kyritsis, T., Wiebels, K., & Moreau, D. (2022). Being 
specific about generalisability. Religion, Brain & Behavior, 1–3. DOI: 10.1080/2153599X.2022.2070251 link 
 
Hoogeveen, S., Sarafoglou, A., Aczel, B., Aditya, Y., Alayan, A. J., Allen, P. J., Altay, S., Alzahawi, S., Amir, Y., 
Anthony, F.-V., Kwame Appiah, O., Atkinson, Q. D., Baimel, A., Balkaya-Ince, M., Balsamo, M., Banker, S., 
Bartoš, F., Becerra, M., Beffara, B., … Wagenmakers, E.-J. (2022). A many-analysts approach to the relation 
between religiosity and well-being. Religion, Brain & Behavior, 1–47. DOI: 10.1080/2153599X.2022.2070255  
link 
 
Savage, P., Passmore, S., Chiba, G., Currie, T. E., Suzuki, H. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2022). Sequence alignment of 
folk song melodies reveals cross-cultural regularities of musical evolution. Current Biology. 32(6): 1395-1402.e8. 
link 
 
Vardy, T. Moya, C., Placek, C. D., Apicella, C. L., Bolyanatz, A., Cohen, E., Handley, C., Klocová, E. K., 
Lesorogol, C., Mathew, S., McNamara, R. A., Purzycki, B. G., Soler, M., Weigel, J. L., Willard, A. K., Xygalatas, 
D., Norenzayan, A., Henrich, J., Lang, M. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2022) The religiosity gender gap in 14 diverse 
societies, Religion, Brain & Behavior, 12:1-2, 18-37, DOI: 10.1080/2153599X.2021.2006292 link 
 
Vardy, T. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2022) Moralistic and local god beliefs and the extent of prosocial preferences on 
Tanna Island, Vanuatu, Religion, Brain & Behavior, 12:1-2, 79-96, DOI: 10.1080/2153599X.2021.2006290 link 
 
Baimel, A., Apicella, C.L., Atkinson, Q. D., Bolyanatz, A., Cohen, E., Handley, C., Henrich, J., Kundtová 
Klocová, E., Lang, M., Lesogorol, C. & Mathew, S., (2022). Material insecurity predicts greater commitment to 
moralistic and less commitment to local deities: A cross-cultural investigation. Religion, Brain and Behavior. 
12:1-2, 4-17, DOI: 10.1080/2153599X.2021.2006287 
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Purzycki, B. G., Willard, A. K., Klocová, E. K., Apicella, C. L., Atkinson, Q. D., Bolyanatz, A., Cohen, E., 
Handley, C., Henrich, J., Lang, M., Lesorogol, C., Mathew, S., McNamara, R. A., Moya, C., Norenzayan, A., 
Placek, C., Soler, M., Vardy, T., Weigel, J., Xygalatas, D., & Ross, C. T. (2022) The moralization bias of gods’ 
minds: a cross-cultural test, Religion, Brain & Behavior, 12:1-2, 38-60, DOI: 10.1080/2153599X.2021.2006291 
link 
 
Wilkins, C., Tremewan, J., Rychert, M., Atkinson, Q. D., Fischer, K., & Forsyth, G. L. (2022). Predictors of voter 
support for the legalization of recreational cannabis use and supply via a national referendum. International 
Journal of Drug Policy, 99, 103442. 
 
Atkinson, Q.D. & Jacquet, J. (2021) Challenging the idea that humans are not designed to solve climate 
change. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 17(3):619-630. preprint  link  
 
Beheim, B., Atkinson, Q. D., Bulbulia, J., Gervais, W., Gray, R. D., Henrich, J., Lang, M., Monroe, M. W., 
Muthukrishna, M., Norenzayan, A., Purzycki, B. G., Shariff, A., Slingerland, E., Spicer, R. & Willard, A. K. (2021). 
Treatment of missing data determined conclusions regarding moralizing gods. Nature, 595(7866), E29-E34. link 
 
Claessens, S., Kyritsis, T., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2020). Revised analysis shows relational mobility predicts 
sacrificial behavior in Footbridge but not Switch or Loop trolley problems. Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, 117(24), 13203-13204. 
 
Slingerland, E., Atkinson, Q. D., Ember, C. R., Sheehan, O., Muthukrishna, M., Bulbulia, J., & Gray, R. D. 
(2020). Coding culture: challenges and recommendations for comparative cultural databases. Evolutionary 
Human Sciences, 1-20. 
 
Claessens, S., Fischer, K., Chaudhuri, A., Sibley, C. G., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2020). The dual evolutionary 
foundations of political ideology. Nature Human Behaviour, 4:336–345. Link preprint 
 
Ruck, D. J., Matthews, L. J., Kyritsis, T., Atkinson, Q. D., & Bentley, R. A. (2020). The cultural foundations of 
modern democracies. Nature Human Behaviour, 4(3), 265-269. doi:10.1038/s41562-019-0769-1 link 
 
Lang, M., Purzycki, B. G., Apicella, C. L., Atkinson, Q. D., Bolyanatz, A., Cohen, E., Handley, C., Klocová, E. K., 
Lesorogol, C., Mathew, S., McNamara, R. A., Moya, C., Placek, C. D., Soler, M., Vardy, T., Weigel, J. L., Willard, 
A. K., Xygalatas, D., Norenzayan, A. & Henrich, J. (2019) Moralizing gods, impartiality and religious parochialism 
across 15 societies. Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 286(1898), 20190202. 
http://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2019.0202 
 
Vardy, T., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2019). Property damage and exposure to other people in distress differentially 
predict prosocial behavior after a natural disaster. Psychological Science, 30(4), 563-575. 
 
Moravec, J. C., Atkinson, Q. D., Bowern, C., Greenhill, S. J., Jordan, F. M., Ross, R., Gray, R. D., Marsland, S. 
and Cox, M. P. (2018). Post-Marital Residence Patterns Show Lineage-Specific Evolution. Evolution and Human 
Behavior. 39(6): 594–601. 
 
Savage, P. E., Cronin, C., Müllensiefen, D., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2018). Quantitative evaluation of music copyright 
infringement. In Proceedings of the 8th International Workshop on Folk Music Analysis (FMA2018) (pp. 61–66). 
 
Tambets, K., Yunusbayev, B., Hudjashov, G., Ilumäe, A., Rootsi, S., Honkola, T., Vesakoski, O., Atkinson, Q. 
D., Skoglund, P., Kushniarevich, A., Litvinov, S., Reidla, M., Metspalu, E., Saag, L., Rantanen, T., Karmin, M., 
Parik, J., Zhadanov, S. I., Gubina, M., Damba, L. D., Bermisheva, M., Reisberg, T., Dibirova, K.,Evseeva, I., 
Nelis, M., Klovins, J., Metspalu, A., Esko, T., Balanovsky, O., Balanovska, E., Khusnutdinova, E. K., Osipova, L. 
P., Voevoda, M., Villems, R., Kivisild, T., Metspalu, M. (2018). Genes reveal traces of common recent 
demographic history for most of the Uralic speaking populations. Genome Biology, 19:139. link 
 
Watts, J., Sheehan, O., Bulbulia, J., Gray, R. D., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2018). Christianity spread faster in small 
politically structured societies. Nature Human Behaviour, 2(8):559-564. link 
 
Sznycer, D., Xygalatas, D., Agey E., Alami, S., An X., Anayeva K. I., Atkinson, Q. D., Broitman, B. R., Conte, T. 
J., Flores, C., Fukishima, S., Hitokoto, H., Kharitonov, A. N., Onyishi, C. N., Onyishi, I. E., Romero, P. R., 
Schrock, J. M., Snodgrass, J. J., Sugiyama, L. S., Takemura, K., Townsend, C., Zhuang, J., Aktipis, C. A., 
Cronk, L., Cosmides, L., Tooby, J. (2018). Cross-cultural invariances in the architecture of shame. Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America. 115(39), 9702-9707. 
 doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1805016115 
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Sheehan, O., Watts, J., Gray, R. D., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2018). Coevolution of landesque capital intensive 
agriculture and sociopolitical hierarchy. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of 
America. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1714558115 
 
Bouckaert, R., Bowern, C. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2018). The origin and expansion of Pama–Nyungan languages 
across Australia. Nature Ecology & Evolution, 2:741-749. https://doi:10.1038/s41559-018-0489-3 
 
Sookias, R. B., Passmore, S. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2018). Deep cultural ancestry and human development 
indicators across nation states. Royal Society Open Science, 5 171411. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.171411 
 
Purzycki BG, Ross CT, Apicella C, Atkinson Q. D., Cohen E, et al. (2018) Material security, life history, and 
moralistic religions: A cross-cultural examination. PLOS ONE 13(3): e0193856. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0193856 
 
Atkinson, Q. D. (2018). Religion and expanding the cooperative sphere in Kastom and Christian Villages on 
Tanna, Vanuatu. Religion, Brain and Behavior, 8(2):149-167. doi: 10.1080/2153599X.2016.1267028 
 
Purzycki, B. G., Henrich, J., Apicella, C., Atkinson, Q. D., Cohen, E., McNamara, R. A., Willard, A. K., 
Xygalatas, D. & Norenzayan, A. (2018). The Evolution of Religion and Morality Project:  A Synthesis of 
Ethnographic and Experimental Evidence from Eight Societies. Religion, Brain and Behavior, 8(2):101-132. doi: 
10.1080/2153599X.2016.1267027 
 
Maurits, L., Forkel, R., Kaiping, G. A. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2017) BEASTling: a software tool for linguistic 
phylogenetics using BEAST 2. PLoS ONE, 12(8), e0180908. 
 
Botero, C. A., Harmon, L. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2017). The promise and limits of eco-evolutionary studies of 
human culture: a comment on Sloan Wilson et al. Religion, Brain & Behavior, 7(2) 153-155. doi: 
10.1080/2153599X.2015.1132249 
 
Purzycki, B. G., Apicella, C., Atkinson, Q. D., Cohen, E., McNamara, R. A., Willard, A. K., Xygalatas, D., 
Norenzayan, A. & Henrich, J. (2016). Cross-cultural dataset for the Evolution of Religion and Morality Project. 
Scientific Data. 3:160099. doi: 10.1038/sdata.2016.99  link 
 
Saunders, T., Taylor, A. H. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2016). No evidence that a range of artificial monitoring cues 
influence online donations to charity in an MTurk sample. Royal Society Open Science, 3:150710. doi: 
10.1098/rsos.150710 link 
 
Atkinson, Q. D., Coomber, T., Passmore, S., Greenhill, S. J. & Kushnick, G. (2016) Cultural and Environmental 
Predictors of Pre-European Deforestation on Pacific Islands. PLoS ONE, 11(5): e0156340. doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0156340   link 
 
Matthews, L. J., Passmore, S., Richard, P. M., Gray, R. D., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2016). Shared Cultural History as 
a Predictor of Political and Economic Changes among Nation States. PLoS ONE, 11(4): e0152979. doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0152979  link 
 
Watts, J., Sheehan, O., Atkinson, Q. D., Bulbulia, J. & Gray, R. D. (2016). Ritual human sacrifice promoted and 
sustained the evolution of stratified societies. Nature, 532:228-231. doi:10.1038/nature17159  link 
 
Ross, R. M. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2016). Cultural differentiation does not entail group-level structure: The case for 
geographically explicit analysis. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 39: e30. doi:10.1017/S0140525X1400106X  
 
Watts, J., Bulbulia, J., Gray, R.D., & Atkinson, Q.D. (2016). Clarity and Causality Needed in Claims about Big 
Gods. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 39:e1. doi:10.1017/S0140525X14001356   link 
 
Purzycki, B. G., Norenzayan, A., Apicella, C., Atkinson, Q. D., Cohen, E., McNamara, R. A., Willard, A. K., 
Xygalatas, D. & Henrich, J. (2016). Moralizing Gods, Supernatural Punishment, and the Expansion of Human 
Sociality. Nature, 530, 327-330. doi:10.1038/nature16980. link 
 
Ross, R. M. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2016). Folktale transmission in the Arctic provides evidence for high bandwidth 
social learning among hunter-gatherer groups. Evolution and Human Behavior, 37(1):47-53. doi: 
10.1016/j.evolhumbehav.2015.08.001 
 
Watts, J., Sheehan, O., Greenhill, S. J., Gnomes-Ng, S., Atkinson, Q. D., Bulbulia, J. & Gray, R. D. (2015). 
Pulotu: Database of Austronesian Supernatural Beliefs and Practices. PLoS ONE, 10(9): e0136783. doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0136783 link 
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Savage, P. E., & Atkinson, Q. D. (2015). Automatic tune family identification by musical sequence alignment. 
16th International Society for Music Information Retrieval Conference, 2015: 162-168. 
 
Watts, J., Greenhill, S. J., Atkinson, Q. D., Currie, T. E., Bulbulia, J., & Gray, R. D. (2015). Broad supernatural 
punishment but not moralizing high gods precede the evolution of political complexity in Austronesia. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society, B.  282: 20142556  doi: 10.1098/rspb.2014.2556  link 
 
Atkinson, Q. D., Latham, A. & Watts, J. (2015). Are Big Gods a big deal in the emergence of big groups? 
Religion, Brain and Behavior. 5(4):266-274. doi:10.1080/2153599X.2014.928359 
 
Long, J., Harré, N. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2015). Social clustering in high school transport choices. Journal of 
Environmental Psychology. 41:155-165. doi:10.1016/j.jenvp.2015.01.001 
 
Opie, C., Shultz, S., Atkinson, Q. D., Currie, T. & Mace, R. (2014). Phylogenetic reconstruction of Bantu kinship 
challenges main sequence theory of human social evolution. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
USA. 111(49): 17414–17419. doi: 10.1073/pnas.1415744111  
 
Long, J., Harré, N. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2014). Understanding change in recycling and littering behavior across a 
school social network. American Journal of Community Psychology. 53(3):462-474. link 
 
Kamilar, J. M. & Atkinson, Q. D. (2014). Cultural assemblages show nested structure in humans and 
chimpanzees but not orangutans. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, USA, 111(1):111-115. doi: 
10.1073/pnas.1313318110 
 
Opie, C., Atkinson, Q. D., Dunbar, R. I. M., & Shultz, S. (2014). Reply to Lukas and Clutton-Brock: Infanticide 
still drives primate monogamy. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of 
America, 111 (17). 
 
Opie, C., Atkinson, Q. D., Dunbar, R. I. M. & Shultz, S. (2013). Reply to Dixson: Infanticide triggers primate 
monogamy. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, USA. 110(51):E4938. 
 
Pagel, M., Atkinson, Q. D., Calude, A., & Meade (2013). Reply to Mahowald and Gibson and to Heggarty: No 
problems with short words, and no evidence provided. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, USA. 
110(35):E3255. 
 
Opie, C., Atkinson, Q. D., Dunbar, R. I. M. & Shultz, S. (2013). Male infanticide leads to social monogamy in 
primates. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, USA. 110(33):13328-13332.  doi: 
10.1073/pnas.1307903110 
 
Pagel, M., Atkinson, Q. D., Calude, A., & Meade (2013). Ultra-conserved words point to deep language 
ancestry across Eurasia. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, USA, 110(21):8471–8476. 
doi:10.1073/pnas.1218726110. 
 
Bulbulia, J. A., Greenhill, S. J., Atkinson, Q. D. & Gray, R. D. (2013). First shots fired for the phylogenetic 
revolution in religious studies: A commentary on David Sloan Wilson. Cliodynamics, 4(1):128-133. 
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ideology. In C. G. Sibley & D. Osbourne (Eds.), Cambridge Handbook of Political Psychology. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press. 
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ScienceNews (2016) - Rise of human civilization tied to belief in punitive gods, 10 Feb. 
Science News (2015) To foster complex societies, tell people a god is watching, 4 March. 
Nature News (2015) Complex societies evolved without belief in all-powerful deity, 4 March. 
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political ideology. Guest lecture. MLD-302: Behavioral Decision Making. Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard 
University, 7th April, 2020. 
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us human? Biological and cultural Evolution of Homo sapiens”, Erice, Sicily, ITALY, 14th-19th October, 2014. 
http://www.erice2014humanevo.it/ 
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Atkinson, Q. D. (2009) The evolution of languages. Zoology Department, University of Bern, Switzerland, 12th 
April, 2009. 
 
Atkinson, Q. D. (2008) Modeling the cultural evolution of religion. Department for the Study of Religion, 
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Atkinson, Q. D. and Gray, R. D. (2006). Language evolution and Mayan origins – a story of three Victorian best-
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Atkinson, Q. D. (2010). Explaining Religion Project - How do religions evolve? Religion: A human phenomenon. 
IAHR XXth world congress. University of Toronto, Canada, 15-21 August, 2010. 
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New Scientist – “No smooth ride for mother tongues”, 9 February, 2008. 
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